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his issue ends my third year as
editor for this stint. I have been editor off and on, since 1994. I want
to again mention the many compliments I have received as editor.
I appreciate them as they keep me
on track, talking about Healey stuff and how they are
a part of our lives. As I have said before, they tell me
I am connecting with you, editing and writing stories
you hopefully will enjoy reading.
November 11th is our annual meeting and election of
officers. I keep hoping for new blood on the board as
I’m sure some of our board members would like a respite. Is that going to happen? I keep hoping for them...
I mentioned, in last month’s Minutes, I was going to
recount past Club adventures. They‘ll be new to some,
and hopefully reminisced by others. Loreen Wilhelmy
has already typed the first of a four episode story of
our journey to Open Roads 2002 to Washington state.
There will be a hiatus as I need to solve a scanner problem for photos from before digital cameras and smart
phones. The software for my scanner is out of date and
surprisingly, Canon does not have an update. So I’m researching alternate software, or perhaps a new scanner
I want to thank Neil and Nancy Tabachki for inviting
the club to their ranch and patio for our picnic lunches. Their picturesque home was an ideal spot to chat,
munch, and enjoy the day. And thank Activities Lou
Galper organizing the drive, the story, and many of the
photos to go with it...and Dave Grundies who caught
me in his mirror...
If no additional activities are planned for November,
I will be taking the drive, I mentioned in last months
Activities column, that didn’t happen. That is the I-8
East to Sunrise Highway through to Cuyamaca Lake, to
Descanso and 1-8 West home. I plan to stop for lunch
somewhere. If anyone is interested we could go together. Let me know...
As the pandemic continues to dominate our lives, the
fact that it impacts the Club is problematic. Club participation is a personal choice. The newsletter now is
increasingly created from past events. I hope this works
out for each of us, and the Club...
Regards, Warren

HEALEY HEARSAY is the official monthly publication of the
AUSTIN HEALEY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO. Monthly members’
meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at
6:30pm. The location varies, and is announced by email, in this
newsletter, and on our web site, www.sdhealey.org .

Membership Information
Membership in the Austin Healey Club of San Diego is open to all
owners of Austin Healey, Jensen Healey, or any other Healey vehicles, and to anyone else who is interested in the Healey marque.
Annual dues for the Austin Healey Club of San Diego are $30 per
household. Visit our web site, www.sdhealey.org, or contact our
Membership Coordinator, Don Benke 619-778-1680 dgbenke@
cox.net for details and an application.

2020 AHCSD Board Members
President- Howard Stark - hjsmentor@sbcglobal.net 619-519-4250
VP- Membership- Don Benke 619-778-1680 dgbenke@cox.net
Secretary- Lisa Mandell - lisa.mandell14@gmail.com
Treasurer- Sandy Leon - leoncpa@cox.net (619)-224-1393
HH Editor-Warren Voth 619- 368-3895 - vothstir@aol.com
Activities- Lou Galper- lgalper1@cox.net-619-287-0626

Special Staff
CotY Recorder- Rick Snover- ricksnover@earthlink.net
Web Master- Rick Snover - sdhealey_admin@sdhealey.org
Delegate, Austin Healey Club of AmericaVacant - Contact any AHCSD board member
Representative, San Diego British Car Club CouncilAlternates - Howard Stark and Don Benke
Representatives, Car Club Council of Greater San DiegoDoc McAllister - robertmcallister1@cox.net
Udo Putzke - ah1103putzke@gmail.com

Advertising Information
Classified Ads (Market Place) are free to members. Classifieds
for items wanted or small items for sale are free to nonmembers,
too. Ads may be placed any time. Submit artwork and payment
to the Treasurer. Annual display ad and monthly nonmember
"Car For Sale" classified ad rates are as follows:
Full page 8"x 10.5"........................
Half page 5"x 8"............................
Quarter page ...............................
Business card...............................
Non mem.- 1/4 pg. up to 3 mos.

$ 150.00 per year
$ 100.00 per year
$ 75.00 per year
$ 50.00 per year
$50.00- 3 mos.

All advertising and articles for publication must be submitted to
the editor no later than the 20th of each month for publication in
the next month's issue. (vothstir@aol.com)

On The Cover: The usual Club suspects lined up and hobbled while
their riders are on the Tabachki’s patio munching their lunches...

Visit our web site at http://www.sdhealey.org
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From The President

Hello
It’s hard to believe year end will soon be upon us. I hope everyone has a healthy happy holiday season.
I need not elaborate on this strange year as we are all living it. I look forward to much less isolation and great
times in 2021. We did have some fun driving events this year and hope to continue with some new and interesting driving events through next year. I hope 2021 will be a year to remember, in a good way. Many of us have
reservations for Conclave 2021 in Big Bear. Being hopeful we all will be able to attend, there are approximately
25 AHCSD members planning to enjoy this event driving our Healey’s. Let’s all be optimistic for better times
ahead.
I wanted to delay my President’s message until after the Halloween drive but life got in the way. Lynne and I were
unable to attend, but we heard it was a great time and special event with perfect weather and driving conditions.
Thank you for the get well wishes. I’m really disappointed we were unable to go. I want to express our appreciation and thank Neil and Nancy Tabachki for sharing their home and patio for lunch.
This year end feels a little empty, as we usually gather for many celebrations including our Holiday party. We
are all aware the holiday party will not be possible. Venues are not allowing large gatherings. Next year we can
possibly plan a catered event and with your input, we’ll see what is reasonable and possible. Usually, the Coty
award is presented each year at the holiday party. Currently the points are very close and it will take until the
end of November to determine the winner. The award will be given at the end of the year. I am looking forward
to everyone getting out and driving a lot next year.
It is membership renewal time, and board member elections. Please send in membership renewals to Don
Benke and consider offering your time and energy to volunteer for a Board position. You can do it! I would
like to express my gratitude for all our Board members efforts this past year and for everyone remaining flexible
adjusting to the pandemic and staying in touch with us.
Our Zoom meeting will be on Wednesday, November11th at 6:30PM. This meeting will focus on our Board
member elections. Don Benke will conduct the election electronically and will advise us how votes will be cast
and counted. Please join in and cast your votes. A Zoom meeting notification link and meeting number will be
sent by Rick Snover, prior to the meeting. We will discuss whether there will be a December meeting and December newsletter during our November meeting. Please save the date and I look forward seeing and hearing
from everyone at our meeting.
Stay safe and be well
Howard Stark

Wed. November 1
1th, 6:30 PM
ZOOM CLUB ME
ETING
You won’
t want to Miss Ele
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October Meeting Minutes
Minutes: Austin Healey Club of San Diego Monthly Meeting
Wednesday, October 14th, 2020
Online via Zoom
President Howard Stark called the meeting to order at 6:39 pm.
There were 18 members in attendance: Don Benke, Howard & Lynne Stark, Alex Watt, Terry Cowan & Lisa Mandell,
Sandy Leon, Louis Galper, Ed Matheus, Warren Voth, Bob & Barbara Humphreys, Rick Snover, The McAllister Family,
Dave Grundies and Will Rogers.
Prior Meeting Minutes: Motion made to approve minutes from Sept 9th meeting. Minutes were approved.
President – New Business: Howard reported and brought forward the following for discussion:
•

Conclave 2021 Update:
Main hotel for the event is sold out. Overflow hotel, Robinhood Lodge still has some rooms available.
26 members of the club are currently registered to attend Conclave.
• Face Masks:
Bob Humphreys has a supplier for face masks with our logo. We will need to order a minimum of 50 masks.
Mem bers are encouraged to provide ideas on the logo for the masks. Masks will be $6 - $7 per mask. At the
November meeting we will decide on the logo and determine how many masks to order.
Doc McAllister has offered to also donate 25 – 30 face shields to the club.
•
Jim Court moving to Las Vegas: Jim asked Howard to share with everyone how welcomed he felt
by club members and he was extremely happy to have had an opportunity to be a part of our group.
Activities: Lou reviewed the following upcoming activities:
•

•

Halloween Drive – Sat October 31st:
Some members are interested in a North County drive and outdoor lunch on Sat Oct 31st.
We discussed possibly bringing candy to donate but with COVID restrictions it’s not likely organizations
are accepting food donations.
Future Activities
Current environment continues to create challenges with planning club activities so members are encouraged
to share ideas with Lou or other board members on favorite drives where social distancing guidelines can be
observed.

Membership: Don reported 70 members. Membership dues for next year will be due and Lynne has offered to help Don
with contacting members.
Treasurer: Sandy Leon reported the treasury is stable and the club is solvent.
Editor: Warren is requesting articles of interest for the newsletter. Please send stories and photos by the 20th for inclusion in the newsletter. Warren is also planning to run a series of stories over the next 4 months for a redo of a 2750-mile
drive Warren and the Wilhemy’s made to Ocean Shores Washington in 2000.
November Club Elections: Elections will be held at the Nov 11th Zoom meeting. Members are encouraged to volunteer
for positions. Don reported the following board members have agreed to retain their positions for next year unless there
are members who would like to run: President: Howard Stark Vice President: Don Benke Treasurer: Sandy Leon
Editor: Warren Voth Activities: Lou Galper. The position of Secretary is not filled and open to any members interested
in volunteering.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:22pm.
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Activities
• what the future brings •

We’re All Members
of the Activities Committee

Austin Healey Club of San Diego

2020 CALENDER

		
• November
• 11 Monthly Meeting and Board ElectionsVolunteer for a position and Cast your Vote.
• December
• 12 Holiday Party – More to follow
• 31 New Year’s in Abingdon 2pm to 4pm – Location to be announced
Revised: October 2nd , 2020

• Do you enjoy the club’s events and drives?

• Do you know of a great place that SDAHC
Members might enjoy?
• Do you want to share a favorite drive you’ve
made in your Healey?
• Do you have a favorite luncheon or dinner
place that would make a good venue
for a SDAHC gathering?
• Think about sponsoring
one of our monthly events.
• Please contact me to find out what’s involved
or just to talk about it.
Lou Galper • 619-287-0626
LGalper1@cox.net
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October Halloween Drive...
Healeys to Julian 10/31/20
By Lou Galper

October weather made for great drive for the AHCSD
crew. We met Saturday morning at Parkway Plaza shopping center. Bill Mayer, Tom Linnard, Eric Graves, Lou
Galper, Deborah Durham, Warren Voth and Dave Grundies took off at 10am for the ride. Traveling to Lakeside,
around the Rodeo Arena and up Wildcat Canyon Road
past Barona Casino towards Ramona. We turned onto
Old Julian Highway, no traffic, and bypassed downtown

Ramona till we merged onto the 78, just before heading down to Santa Ysabel.
Meeting us at Dudleys in Santa Ysabel were
Ed Matheus, Bob & Kathleen Reed and Udo
Putzke. Neil Tabachki came down from their
ranch to lead us up for a lunch break on his
deck overlooking his valley.
Gisela and Nancy were already on-site to
greet us and show off their horses for the

day. A great time for all of us who had
never been there, then the East County
group headed off to downtown Julian,
and onto the road to Lake Cuyamaca
and the ride home. The North County
drivers retraced the roads back towards
Escondido. Masks were off only for picture-taking (Lou).
Top- Dave Grundies gave a thumbs up from
the Parkway Plaza Shopping Center before
we left for Santee and Wildcat Canyon
Road to Ramona and Old Julian Highway.
Above- New members, Bob & Kathleen
Reid in their recently purchased ‘59 100-6.
Left- Ed Matheus with their ‘60 Sprite AN5,
Back on the road after top end repair from
September’s Breakfast On The Bay drive.
Welcome, Back Ed and Sprite...
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To Julian & The Tabachki Ranch
Dave Grundies captured me in his rear view
mirror on the Old Julian Highway to Santa
Yasbel...

Below- The usual suspects in front of Neil
& Nancy Tabachki’s ranch near Julian. I was
surprised that this picture caught an unusual haze (circled). I mentioned this to Nancy, hoping that it wasn’t smoke. Smoke is a
natural paranoia for back country folks, like
me.... She mentioned that it is often there, an
atmospheric phenomena. Barn and stable are
behind their home for their miniature horses.
Critter proof garden is to the right...
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Miniature Horses & Healeys...

Miniature horses are
found in many nations,
particularly in Europe
and the Americas. The
designation of miniature horse is determined by the height
of the animal, which,
depending on the particular breed registry
involved, is usually less
than as measured at the
last hairs of the mane,
which are found at the
withers. While miniature horses are the size
of a very small pony,
many retain horse
characteristics and are considered "horses" by their respective registries. They have various colors and coat patterns.
Miniature horses are friendly and interact well with people. For this
reason they are often kept as family pets, though they still retain natural horse behavior, including a natural fight or flight instinct, and
must be treated like an equine, even if they primarily serve as a companion animal.

Nancy and Gisela show off
Nancy’s miniature horses...

Neil Shows their very well
put together ‘58 100-6 BN4.
There’s a spiffy matching red
BN4 trailer in the garage...
maybe to take along Nancy’s
favorite miniature horse?...
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...Kicking Back On The Deck
Right- Hosts Neil & Nancy Tabachki with Gisela &
Udo Putzke, Eric Graves, Dave Grundies, Tom linnard, Lou Galper & Deborah Durham.
Below- New members Bob & Kathleen Reid are
standing behind Dave and Tom.

Above- ...And I said...“Everyone look like you’re having a
good time”...

Above-Lou Galper & Deborah Durham with Lou’s ‘55
100 BN1, “The oldest car of
the day”...
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Car

And

Driver- Oldie

But

Goodie
AN ENGINE PRODUCED IN LARGE VOLUME IN ITS
SINGLE-CARBURETOR FORM PROVIDES A HIGHLY RELIABLE POWER PLANT FOR A SPORTS CAR. CAR AND
DRIVER
With a hard-to-beat combination of great structural strength
and booming performance, the Austin-Healey has been a consistent top finisher in the hands of drivers like Pat Moss and
David Seigle-Morris. The sight and sound of Pat Moss howling over an Alpine pass in hairy-looking Healey, sans bumpers
and loaded with lights, is a never-to-be-forgotten thrill. In more
than one rally the straight-line performance of the Healey has
given it the edge over many more sophisticated, more expensive
automobiles.

Capping a three-year period which has seen BMC score a series of truly dramatic engineering and marketing breakthroughs
with cars like the Mini-Minor, the MG/Morris 1100, and the
MGB, the new Austin-Healey is a bit of an anachronism. It really
doesn’t seem to be in keeping with the newly won BMC reputation for brilliantly executed dream-cars-come-true. It’s marvelous fun to drive, it makes a great whomping six-cylinder noise,
and it has all the qualities one traditionally associates with windin-the-face sports cars. But somehow these qualities, of themselves, aren’t enough to keep us from being a trifle disappointed
with the over-all result.
When first introduced at the London Motor Show of 1952, the
Austin-Healey was an overnight sensation. This creation, inspired by Donald Healey and designed by B. Bildy and G. Coker, has withstood the test of time, and the body lines remain
basically the same, although the car has undergone numerous
mechanical changes through the years. British Motor Corporation ceased to enter it in sports-car races when the six-cylinder
engine replaced the old Austin 16-based four, but it is now a
contender for international rally honors.

Repeated efforts to up-date the car have been successful in that
its appeal has been broadened and sales have continued at a
high level. But looking at the 1963 version one sees much evidence of a 10-year-old design. This is particularly true of the
suspension, which provides a harder ride than many lighter and
later sports cars. The main attraction of the Austin-Healey 3000
lies in its powerful and untemperamental engine—a sports
version of the BMC C-type unit that powers the Austin A-110,
the Wolseley 6/110 and the Vanden Plas Three-Liter. The latest
Austin-Healey version has two carburetors instead of the three
that have been standard equipment for three years—BMC has
managed to cut manufacturing costs and simplify maintenance
without accepting any reduction in performance. The big and
heavy engine develops maximum torque at 3,000 rpm and begs
for high gearing. A good compromise has been found by using
a 3.91-to-one rear axle ratio and fitting a Laycock-de Normanville overdrive unit on the transmission. In this manner, normal
top gear gives brisk acceleration while overdrive top provides
economical and relatively silent high-speed cruising. The engine is quiet up to about 3,000 rpm; after that noise seems to
increase in direct proportion to rpm.
WIND-UP WINDOWS AND A CENTRAL GEAR LEVER
SET THE INTERIOR OF THE NEW MODEL APART FROM
EARLIER AUSTIN-HEALEY VERSIONS.
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Austin Healey 3000 BJ7
A new centrally located gear lever has replaced the cranked
direct-working side lever of previous models, but the remote-control linkage is no quicker than the offset mechanism,
and during warm-up requires much more muscle than the old
linkage. As on so many BMC models, the main complaint in the
transmission department remains the absence of synchromesh
on bottom gear. The gate itself is the same as before, and reverse
engagement is excellent. You positively cannot get reverse by
mistake, yet when you want it a sharp sideways tap on the lever
brings it over the catch so easily as to make parking almost a
pleasure.
In many ways the fun of driving a Healey is directly traceable
to this transmission and its Laycock de Normanville overdrive.
Running fast in third and fourth, using the overdrive switch like
another shift lever, can be pure joy. The shift lever’s action is stiff
but accurate, and declutching to switch the overdrive in and
out, though quite unnecessary, results in crisp, fast shifts that
are a delight to the ear and the seat of the pants. The ponderous
nature of all the controls is a factor which lends a kind of appealing massive masculinity to the car. Again, this is traditional,
harking back to those days when sports cars were meat for men
only and the ladies rode reluctantly if at all or, better yet, stood
timidly and admiringly by the side of the road.

Specifications
PRICE AS TESTED: $3,535
ENGINE TYPE: carbureted pushrod inline-6
Displacement: 177.7 cu in, 2,912 cc
Power: 136 hp @ 4,750 rpm
Torque: 167 lb-ft @ 3,000 rpm
DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 92 in
Length: 157.5 in
Curb weight: 2,465 lb
C/D TEST RESULTS:
Zero to 30 mph: 2.3 sec
Zero to 60 mph: 10.0 sec
Zero to 90 mph: 26.0 sec
Top speed (estimated): 110 mph

NOVEMBER AHCSD BIRTHDAYS
AND ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS
Kathleen Reid.............7
Lisa Mandell...............14
Richard Stevens..........17

Alejandra Schumacher...18
Jill Darland.......................22
Debbie Linnard................25

ANNIVERSARIES

Ron & Jill Darland.................11/21/87
Gary & Nancy Stalker........10/10/2010
Robert & Kathleen........Reid 11/13/99

We’re All Members
of the Activities Committee

• Do you enjoy the club’s events and drives?

Sanford M. Leon
Certified Public Accountant

2322 Lucerne Drive
San Diego, CA 92106

Phone (619) 990-8728
Fax (619) 436-2421
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• Do you know of a great place that SDAHC
Members might enjoy?
• Do you want to share a favorite drive you’ve
made in your Healey?
• Do you have a favorite luncheon or dinner
place that would make a good venue
for a SDAHC gathering?
• Think about sponsoring
one of our monthly events.
• Please contact me to find out what’s involved
or just to talk about it.
Lou Galper • 619-287-0626
LGalper1@cox.net

...

Support Our
Advetisers
...What’s
New?

Heritage Motorsports

Putzke’s “FAHRSPASS”

British Automobiles
• Parts, Repairs
• Award Winning Restorations
• High Performance Engineering
• Specializing in Austin-Healey, Triumph, TVR

USA Phone: 858-486-3870
Cell Phone: 760 315 3592
E-mail:ah1103putzke@Gmail.com
www.putzkes-fahrspass.com

We are the largest Moss Motors Distributer in Southern
California And Offer a 15% Discount On All Orders.
Please visit our website at:

www.randy@britishheritagemotorsports.com

1437 Pioneer Way, El Cajon, CA 92020
Phone/Fax 619-447-0025

The one and only

By Appointment Only- Randall Zoller Proprietor

Shock absorber conversion Kit for:

FOREIGN SPEEDO, INC.
COMPLETE SPEEDOMETER &TACHOMETER REPAIR.

FOREIGN, DOMESTIC & TRUCK
CALABRATIONS* FREE ESTIMATES

(619) 298-5278
foreignspeedoinc.com

Big Healeys $ 1049 / $ 1099 (BJ8 Ph2)
Bugeye Sprite $ 590
Jensen-Healey $ 499 (2 front & 2 rear shocks)

2246 1/2 UNIVERSITY AVE
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92104

Front and rear, with brackets and all hardware.
Bolt-on, no frame modifications required.
Polyurethane bushings

For all Healeys, front lower and upper suspension, rear
leaf spring eye, Sway-bar link. Individually available.
Check our web page for prices.
Electronic Ignition for all 4- and 6-cylinder Healey’s.
$109 for positive ground. $96 for negative ground.

NEW Rear spring Anti twist shock kit for the
AH 100-4 to BJ7 $449
Car Bra, custom made for BN1 to BJ8 +
Bugeye Sprite.
Black $299
Plastic Knock-off Hammer. $75

No more dents or scratch on your Wing nuts.
For more details, prices and pictures, please visit:
www.putzkes-fahrspass.com
Club discount on order of three or more shock kits.
Drive your HEALEY safer and with more confidence!
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... 2020 CotY Of The Year Award

Car of the Year (CotY) Award
To recognize Club members who participate with their Healeys, the Austin Healey Club of San
Diego awards Car of the Year (CotY) points for various activities. Opportunities to collect CotY
points include any car-related events (shows, drives, rallies, etc.) sponsored by an official organization
(other car clubs, auto museum, city chambers of commerce, charities, etc.) where you participate
with your Healey. Events need not be listed in the Club’s newsletter to earn points.
The participant is responsible for providing proof of participation (entrance fee receipt, photo,
corroboration from other club members etc.) to the CotY Recorder, Rick Snover (619-980-4194
ricksnover@earthlink.net) within 30 days after the event. AHCSD events will have a sign-in sheet
that will be forwarded to the recorder. For members with multiple eligible vehicles, be sure to
indicate which one(s) you drove.
CotY points currently approved by the Board are: AHCSD Meetings & Tech Sessions 4pts; AHCSD Driving Events, Parties,
etc. 6pts; AHCSD Healeys on the Green 8pts; California Healey Week, Healey Rendezvous and Austin Healey Conclave 16pts;
S.D. British Car Day and Rolling B.C.D. 10pts; other multi-day British-themed events 8pts; other multi-day events 4pts; other
one-day British-themed events 4pts; other one-day events 2pts. Other non-Healey British-built cars earn half points, but are
not eligible to win the award.
All points received during the year by all members will be worth a discount towards the purchase of AHCSD regalia during
the subsequent year. The total point leader at the end of the year will receive the coveted Car of the Year badge for display
on their Healey for the following year.
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P.O. Box 17101
San Diego CA 92117

Wed. November 11th

ZOOM CLUB MEETING

You won’t want to miss elections

